


 
 

TOWN OF TRURO 
P.O. Box 2030, Truro MA 02666 

Tel: (508) 349-7004 Fax: (508) 349-5505 
 

Memorandum 
 

To: Members of the Truro Board of Health 
From: Jarrod J. Cabral, Department of Public Works Director 
Date: December 13, 2024,  

Subject: Transfer Station Operations     
 

 
Seasonal Schedule:   
For the upcoming 2025 Spring and Summer schedule the Transfer Station will be open 7 Days a week 
beginning June 10th through September 10th.          
 
Staff Update: 
Two new staff members have joined the department, one new staff member has been assigned to the 
Transfer Station, and one to the DPW Highway section as a truck driver. 
 
New Contract:   
The Select Board has approved a new solid waste contract amendment with REWOLD SEMASS.  The 
amendment provides the Town with a cap on the cost per ton increase at 4.5%.  If the Water, Sewer, 
and Solid Waste (CPI) index is less than 4.5% the Town will lock in the smaller number.                   
 
Budget:   
The overall budget for the Transfer Station for FY25 will decrease for a total of $36,813.  Wages and 
solid waste tonnage were the main driver behind the decrease in the budget.   
                  
Recommended Fee Increases:  The white goods fee schedule, commercial tonnage fees, and commercial 
permitting fees are recommeded for increases.  Recommendations are in your packet for your review and 
discussion.  The last update for both the white good fees and commercial fees was 2019.  I have no 
recommendations to increase residential annual permits at this time.                            
 
Sincerely, 
Jarrod J. Cabral 
Director  
Department of Public Works 
Truro Ma 02666                        

   
 





































AMENDMENT #1 TO THE TOWN OF TRURO  

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AGREEMENT 

This Amendment #1 to the Town of Truro Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Agreement (this 

“Amendment”) is dated as of _______, 20__, by and between the Town of Truro, Massachusetts, a 

municipal corporation organized and existing under the laws of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

with an address of 24 Town Hall Road, P.O. Box 2030, Truro, Massachusetts 02666, acting by and 

through its ___________ (the “Municipality”), and Reworld SEMASS Limited Partnership (formerly 

known as SEMASS Partnership), a Massachusetts limited partnerhsip with a principal office address 141 

Cranberry Highway, West Wareham, MA 02576, registered to do business and in good standing in The 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts  (the “Contractor”).  Contractor and Municipality are sometimes 

referred to herein individually as a “party” and collectively as the “parties.”  Capitalized terms used herein 

and not otherwise defined shall have the meanings ascribed to them by the Agreement (as such term is 

defined herein). 

WHEREAS, the Municipality and the Contractor are parties to that Municipal Solid Waste 

Disposal Agreement dated as of December 17, 2019 (the “Agreement”); and 

WHEREAS, the parties now wish to amend the Agreement solely in the manner and to extent set 

forth in this Amendment. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises set forth herein and of other good 

and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, the parties 

hereto hereby agree as follows: 

1. The Agreement is hereby amended as follows:

a. Article 1. Certain Definitions. The term “Delivery Term” is hereby deleted in its entirety

and replaced with the following:

“Delivery Term” means the period of time commencing on January 1, 2021 (the

“Commencement Date”) and ending on 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2030, as may be

further extended for as many as five (5) additional years upon the written mutual

agreement of the parties.”

b. Appendix A.  Schedule of Acceptance Fees.  Appendix A to the Agreement is hereby

amended by adding the following at the end thereof:

“The Acceptance Fee beginning on January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 shall be

$107.42/Ton, and shall increase on each annual anniversary thereafter by the lesser of (a)

the Consumer Price Index for Water, Sewer and Trash Collection published by the U.S.

Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or (b) 4.5%,l.”

2. Except as expressly modified herein, all terms and conditions of Agreement remain in full force

and effect and are hereby ratified and confirmed.  If any inconsistency exists or arises between

the terms of the Agreement and the terms of this Amendment, the terms of this Amendment

shall govern.

3. If any portion of this Amendment is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal,

invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall nevertheless remain in full force and
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effect.  This Amendment has been negotiated by the parties and shall be interpreted fairly in 

accordance with its terms and without any strict construction in favor of or against any party. 

4. Each party represents and warrants to the other party to this Amendment that each has the

power, right and authority to enter into this Amendment and to consummate the transactions

contemplated hereby.

[Signature Page Follows]



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Amendment to be executed by their 

duly authorized officers as of the date first indicated above. 

REWORLD SEMASS LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 

BY ITS MANAGING GENERAL PARTNER, 

REWORLD SEMASS, LLC  

By: _______________________________________ 

Name:   

Title: 

TOWN OF TRURO 

By:_______________________________________ 

Name:    Susan Areson
Title:      Select Board Chair

[Signature Page to Amendment 1 to Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Agreement] 
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SEMASS  PARTNERSHIP
P.O. Box 28360

New York, New York  10087-8360
508-291-4452

FY '25 Tonnage Cost $104.29/ton

10-B 11/13/24 113.25 11,810.84 Transfer Station October
8-B 10/16/24 144.64 15,084.51 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/18/24 179.20 18,688.77 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/21/24 229.39 23,923.09 Transfer Station July

666.48

FY '25  TOTAL: 69,507.21

$104.29 beginning Jan. 1
FY '24 Tonnage Cost $101.74/ton

27-B 06/30/24 112.81 11,764.97 Transfer Station June
26-B 06/26/24 111.18 11,594.96 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/15/24 81.46 8,495.47 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/17/24 68.46 7,139.70 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/20/24 38.86 4,052.71 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/21/24 91.03 9,493.52 Transfer Station Jan.
17-B 02/21/24 43.65 4,440.95 Transfer Station Dec.
13-B 12/27/23 67.61 6,878.63 Transfer Station Nov.
11-B 11/29/23 115.57 11,758.10 Transfer Station October
8-B 10/18/23 158.93 16,169.54 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/20/23 224.44 22,834.53 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/23/23 251.77 25,615.09 Transfer Station July

1,365.77

FY '24  TOTAL: 140,238.17



$101.74 beginning Jan. 1
FY '23 Tonnage Cost $99.25/ton

3-B 08/09/23 148.67 15,125.70 Transfer Station-enc. June
26-B 06/28/23 133.13 13,544.64 Transfer Station May
24-B 05/31/23 76.54 7,787.18 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/19/23 97.51 9,920.66 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/22/23 57.03 5,802.23 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/22/23 87.73 8,925.66 Transfer Station Jan.
15-B 01/25/23 65.60 6,510.80 Transfer Station Dec.
15-B 01/25/23 127.94 12,698.06 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/16/22 140.71 13,965.46 Transfer Station October
9-B 11/02/22 166.62 16,537.03 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/21/22 266.20 26,420.36 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/24/22 252.73 25,083.47 Transfer Station July

1,620.41

FY '23  TOTAL: 162,321.25

$99.25 beginning Jan. 1
FY '22 Tonnage Cost $94.50/ton

27-B 06/30/22 150.66 14,953.01 Transfer Station June
26-B 06/29/22 145.41 14,431.96 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/18/22 109.62 10,879.79 Transfer Station April
22-B 05/04/22 106.08 10,528.45 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/23/22 82.07 8,145.45 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/23/22 86.93 8,627.81 Transfer Station Jan.
15-B 01/26/22 86.55 8,178.99 Transfer Station Dec.
13-B 12/29/21 142.30 13,447.36 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/17/21 228.22 21,566.80 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/20/21 169.42 16,010.21 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/22/21 261.98 24,757.15 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/25/21 324.96 30,708.75 Transfer Station July

1,894.20

FY '22  TOTAL: 182,235.73

$94.50 beginning Jan. 1
FY '21 Tonnage Cost $90.00/ton

27-B 06/30/21 243.68 23,027.79 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/16/21 142.57 13,472.88 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/19/21 117.90 11,141.56 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/21/21 119.32 11,275.75 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/24/21 89.50 8,457.77 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/24/21 85.90 8,117.56 Transfer Station Jan.
15-B 01/22/21 117.11 10,539.90 Transfer Station Dec.
13-B 12/30/20 142.68 12,841.20 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/18/20 129.00 11,610.00 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/21/20 197.30 17,757.00 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/23/20 251.04 22,593.60 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/26/20 271.24 24,411.60 Transfer Station July

1,907.24

FY '21  TOTAL: 175,246.61



$90.00/ton beginning Jan. 1
FY '20 Tonnage Cost $71.75/ton

27-B 06/30/20 207.44 18,669.60 Transfer Station June
26-B 06/30/20 118.93 10,703.70 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/20/20 92.79 8,351.10 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/22/20 109.59 9,863.10 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/25/20 82.40 7,416.00 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/26/20 64.54 5,808.60 Transfer Station Jan.
15-B 01/29/20 108.28 7,171.40 Transfer Station Dec.
12-B 12/18/19 86.84 5,751.43 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/20/19 136.03 9,009.27 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/23/19 141.37 9,362.37 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/25/19 241.24 15,977.35 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/28/19 272.86 18,071.55 Transfer Station July

1,662.31

FY '20  TOTAL: 126,155.47

$71.75/ton beginning Jan. 1
FY '19 Tonnage Cost $68.30/ton $66.23

27-B 06/30/19 164.13 10,870.32 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/19/19 128.58 8,515.84 ` Transfer Station May
23-B 05/22/19 95.98 6,356.76 Transfer Station April
20-B 04/10/19 86.20 5,709.03 Transfer Station March
18-B 03/13/19 57.78 3,826.77 Transfer Station Feb.
16-B 02/13/19 105.05 6,957.45 Transfer Station Jan.
14-B 01/16/18 87.85 5,538.06 Transfer Station Dec.
14-B 01/16/19 87.76 5,532.39 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/21/18 141.44 8,916.39 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/24/18 149.60 9,430.78 Transfer Station Sept.
6-B 09/26/18 310.98 19,604.17 Transfer Station August
3-B 08/15/18 263.06 16,583.31 Transfer Station July

1,678.41

FY '19  TOTAL: 107,841.27

FY '18 Tonnage Cost $68.30/ton

27-B 06/30/18 162.10 10,218.79 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/20/18 134.26 8,463.77 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/16/18 110.31 6,953.93 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/25/18 65.67 4,139.84 Transfer Station March
18-B 03/14/18 65.70 4,141.73 Transfer Station Feb.
17-B 02/28/18 88.82 5,599.21 Transfer Station Jan.
14-B 01/17/18 83.52 5,265.11 Transfer Station Dec.
12-B 12/20/17 89.67 5,652.79 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/22/17 148.58 9,366.48 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/25/17 185.54 11,696.45 Transfer Station Sept.
5-B 09/13/17 295.26 18,613.22 Transfer Station August
3-B 08/16/17 316.89 19,976.74 Transfer Station July

1,746.32

FY '18  TOTAL: 110,088.06



IB157:J216
$68.30/ton beginning Jan. 1

FY '17 Tonnage Cost $66.63/ton thru Dec. 31

27-B 06/30/17 189.21 11,927.80 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/21/17 170.93 10,775.42 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/24/17 116.95 7,372.53 Transfer Station April
22-B 05/10/17 14.69 77.27 Transfer Station Feb. error
20-B 04/12/17 113.35 7,145.59 Transfer Station March
18-B 03/15/17 83.41 5,180.90 Transfer Station Feb.
16-B 02/15/17 98.10 6,184.22 Transfer Station Jan.
14-B 01/18/17 90.89 5,589.75 Transfer Station Dec.
12-B 12/21/16 140.26 8,625.99 Transfer Station Nov.
10-B 11/23/16 153.24 9,424.27 Transfer Station Oct.
8-B 10/26/16 191.23 11,760.65 Transfer Station Sept.
5-B 09/14/16 299.88 18,442.63 Transfer Station August
3-B 08/17/16 245.71 15,111.17 Transfer Station July

1,907.85

FY '17  TOTAL: 117,618.19

FY '16 Tonnage Cost $65.00/ton

27-B 06/30/16 203.72 12,528.78 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/22/16 109.74 6,749.01 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/25/16 134.40 8,265.60 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/27/16 86.70 5,332.05 Transfer Station March
18-B 03/16/16 64.90 3,991.36 Transfer Station Feb.
16-B 02/17/16 107.26 6,596.49 Transfer Station Jan.
14-B 01/20/16 88.79 5,327.40 Transfer Station Dec.
12-B 12/23/15 132.89 7,973.40 Transfer Station Nov.
11-B 12/09/15 133.07 7,984.20 Transfer Station October
7-B 10/14/15 169.01 10,140.60 Transfer Station Sept.
5-B 09/16/15 234.51 14,070.60 Transfer Station August
3-B 08/19/15 212.35 12,741.00 Transfer Station July

1,677.34

FY '16  TOTAL: 101,700.49

$65.00/ton  beginning Jan. 1
FY '15 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton  thru Dec. 31

27-B 06/30/15 151.04 9,062.40 Transfer Station June
25-B 06/10/15 96.14 5,768.40 Transfer Station May
23-B 05/13/15 137.72 8,263.20 Transfer Station April
21-B 04/15/15 92.72 5,563.20 Transfer Station March
19-B 03/18/15 106.16 6,369.60 Transfer Station February
18-B 03/04/15 107.76 6,465.60 Transfer Station January
15-B 01/21/15 133.17 4,177.06 Transfer Station December
13-B 12/24/14 113.96 3,452.62 Transfer Station November
11-B 11/26/14 140.98 4,461.57 Transfer Station October
8-B 10/15/14 194.06 6,448.03 Transfer Station September
6-B 09/17/14 355.78 12,509.63 Transfer Station August
4-B 08/20/14 334.67 11,713.18 Transfer Station July

1,964.16    

FY '15  TOTAL: 84,254.49



FY '14 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 06/30/14 211.56 7,090.74 Transfer Station
26-B 06/25/14 162.27 5,237.32 Transfer Station
23-B 05/14/14 130.87 4,054.91 Transfer Station
21-B 04/16/14 93.51 2,648.96 Transfer Station
19-B 03/19/14 111.18 3,307.20 Transfer Station
17-B 02/19/14 91.75 2,573.81 Transfer Station
15-B 01/22/14 84.45 2,295.39 Transfer Station
12-B 12/11/13 100.50 2,892.85 Transfer Station
10-B 11/13/13 107.21 3,139.99 Transfer Station
8-B 10/16/13 141.75 4,431.02 Transfer Station
6-B 09/18/13 246.82 8,367.62 Transfer Station
4-B 08/21/13 252.86 8,589.62 Transfer Station

1,734.73

FY '14  TOTAL: 54,629.43

FY '13 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 06/30/13 119.52 3,583.44 Transfer Station
25-B 06/12/13 123.46 3,726.67 Transfer Station
23-B 05/15/13 77.99 2,016.51 Transfer Station
21-B 04/17/13 58.24 1,271.09 Transfer Station
19-B 03/20/13 63.37 1,458.96 Transfer Station
17-B 02/20/13 101.52 2,885.40 Transfer Station
15-B 01/23/13 60.50 1,342.16 Transfer Station
12-B 12/12/12 103.63 2,955.42 Transfer Station
10-B 11/14/12 158.16 4,996.26 Transfer Station
8-B 10/17/12 145.10 4,501.82 Transfer Station
6-B 09/19/12 273.92 9,329.26 Transfer Station
3-B 08/08/12 264.77 8,981.50 Transfer Station

1,550.18

FY '13  TOTAL: 47,048.49

FY '12 Tonnage Cost $37.76/ton

27-B 06/30/12 124.89 3,761.21 Transfer Station
25-B 06/13/12 79.85 2,055.96 Transfer Station
23-B 05/16/12 96.59 2,683.48 Transfer Station
21-B 04/18/12 57.59 1,206.26 Transfer Station
19-B 03/21/12 59.98 1,291.93 Transfer Station
16-B 02/08/12 74.20 1,824.31 Transfer Station
15-B 01/25/12 74.44 1,828.79 Transfer Station
12-B 12/14/11 125.46 3,750.77 Transfer Station
10-B 11/16/11 102.54 2,880.73 Transfer Station
8-B 10/19/11 139.46 4,270.25 Transfer Station
6-B 09/21/11 276.24 9,430.53 Transfer Station
3-B 08/10/11 217.91 7,223.42 Transfer Station

1,429.15

FY '12  TOTAL: 42,207.64



FY '11 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 06/30/11 174.27 5,527.37 Transfer Station
25-B 06/15/11 130.56 3,883.23 Transfer Station
23-B 05/18/11 87.64 2,268.73 Transfer Station
21-B 04/20/11 68.21 1,535.34 Transfer Station
18-B 03/09/11 63.27 1,345.46 Transfer Station
17-B 02/23/11 65.94 1,441.05 Transfer Station
14-B 01/12/11 84.40 2,128.93 Transfer Station
12-B 12/15/10 88.18 2,266.15 Transfer Station
10-B 11/17/10 112.92 3,189.56 Transfer Station
8-B 10/20/10 163.59 5,085.62 Transfer Station
6-B 09/22/10 271.66 9,134.78 Transfer Station
3-B 08/11/10 236.65 7,816.96 Transfer Station

1,547.29

FY '11  TOTAL: 45,623.18

FY '10 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 06/30/10 161.27 4,984.86 Transfer Station
25-B 06/16/10 84.93 2,116.79 Transfer Station
23-B 05/19/10 71.76 1,618.23 Transfer Station
21-B 04/21/10 78.37 1,861.58 Transfer Station
18-B 03/10/10 63.78 1,309.73 Transfer Station
16-B 02/10/10 63.18 1,282.64 Transfer Station
15-B 01/27/10 86.93 2,168.97 Transfer Station
12-B 12/16/09 65.34 1,354.54 Transfer Station
10-B 11/18/09 119.24 3,371.75 Transfer Station
8-B 10/21/09 164.63 5,069.77 Transfer Station
6-B 09/23/09 235.25 7,714.16 Transfer Station
4-B 08/26/09 248.24 8,196.86 Transfer Station

FY '10  TOTAL: 1,442.92 41,049.88

FY '09 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 6/30/2009 164.06 5,369.35 Transfer Station
25-B 6/17/2009 93.53 2,575.32 Transfer Station
23-B 5/20/2009 97.81 2,739.99 Transfer Station
21-B 4/22/2009 55.65 1,068.02 Transfer Station
19-B 3/25/2009 56.09 1,080.84 Transfer Station
16-B 2/11/2009 65.88 1,463.43 Transfer Station
15-B 1/28/2009 87.46 2,312.38 Transfer Station
12-B 12/17/2008 87.85 2,323.23 Transfer Station
10-B 11/19/2008 100.12 2,803.92 Transfer Station
8-B 10/22/2008 183.55 6,099.05 Transfer Station
6-B 9/24/2008 353.27 12,806.88 Transfer Station
4-B 8/27/2008 292.10 10,383.06 Transfer Station

FY '09  TOTAL: 1,637.37 51,025.47



 

 

FY '08 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 6/30/2008 165.28 5,025.55 Transfer Station
25-B 6/18/2008 141.43 2,487.92 Transfer Station
23-B 5/21/2008 86.26 2,052.35 Transfer Station
21-B 4/23/2008 82.85 1,919.89 Transfer Station
19-B 3/26/2008 62.05 1,135.10 Transfer Station
17-B 2/27/2008 P-Tow n 44.83 484.61 Transfer Station
14-B 1/16/2008 87.56 2,082.83 Transfer Station
12-B 12/19/2007 87.80 2,087.27 Transfer Station
10-B 11/21/2007 148.15 4,346.48 Transfer Station
8-B 10/24/2007 139.96 4,034.66 Transfer Station
6-B 9/26/2007 337.08 11,424.05 Transfer Station
3-B 8/15/2007 345.60 11,739.13 Transfer Station

FY '08  TOTAL: 1,728.85 48,819.84

FY '07 Tonnage Cost $37.51/ton

27-B 6/30/2007 138.74 3,975.17 Transfer Station
25-B 6/20/2007 105.80 2,735.06 Transfer Station
23-B 5/23/2007 94.51 2,306.93 Transfer Station
21-B 4/25/2007 85.64 1,969.68 Transfer Station
18-B 3/14/2007 57.31 902.44 Transfer Station
16-B 2/14/2007 87.35 107.05 Transfer Station
10-B 11/22/2006 P-Tow n 138.06 3,313.28 Transfer Station
8-B 10/25/2006 211.34 6,657.27 Transfer Station
6-B 9/27/2006 388.96 13,315.20 Transfer Station
3-B 8/16/2006 349.86 11,844.03 Transfer Station

FY '07  TOTAL: 1,657.57 47,126.11
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TOWN OF TRURO 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

P.O. Box 2030 
Truro MA 02666-0630 

                          
Board of Health Meeting Minutes: October 15, 2024 
This was a hybrid meeting held in person at Truro Town Hall in the Select Board 
chambers and via Zoom.  Board members in attendance: In person: Vice Chair Jason 
Silva, Board Members Brian Koll, Helen Grimm, and Alternate Board member John 
Dundas; Remote: Tim Rose (arrived 4:40); Absent: Chair Tracey Rose Also Present in 
person: Health Agent Emily Beebe, Assistant Health Agent Courtney Warren 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm by the Vice Chair, who described the remote 
meeting procedures and the process for public participation.  
 
Public Comment: There was no public comment. 
 
Title 5 and TBOH regulations variance requests: 2 Adams Way, Zachary Luster & 
Edwidge Yingling, (continued from 10/1/2024) Zach Luster described the plan to 
eliminate a bedroom in the house. The Agent noted that a bedroom will be removed from 
the first floor leaving one bedroom on that floor, two upstairs, and one room over the 
garage. The basement unit will become an ADU that must be a year-round rental. She 
explained that the two variances requested are for depth of cover over the proposed two-
compartment, H-20 septic tank and for the new tank to be less than 10’ from the slab. She 
also encouraged the Board to condition approval with the recording of a deed restriction 
describing the location and number of bedrooms and including standard language about 
the requirements of an ADU. Motion: Board member John Dundas moved to approve the 
variances as presented with the condition of the recording of a deed restriction; Second: 
Board member Helen Grimm; Vote: 4-0-0; the motion carried. 
 
Title 5 Local Upgrade Approval: 35 Black Pond Rd, Anthony Bak  
John O’Reilly, representing the property owner, described the upgrade of the cesspool on 
the property to a standard Title 5 system. The new system will be greater than 150’ from 
Slough Pond and is proposed for the driveway area to limit disturbance. The plan will 
require relocation of the existing well. The two variances being requested are both for 
depth of cover. The components will be H-20 and vented. Conservation Commission 
approval will also be required. Vice Chair Jason Silva noted that the elimination of the 
cesspool and moving the system away from the pond is an improvement. He asked the 
Agent to comment on the plan and she stated that the plan looks good. Motion: Board 
member Brian Koll moved to approve the variances as requested; Second: Alternate 
member John Dundas; Vote: 4-0-0; the motion carried. 
 
Appeal of Health Agents Decision: 5 Corn Hill Landing, Sarah Lamb & Edward Black 
Attorney Ben Zehnder and Homeowner Ed Black were present in person and Homeowner 
Sarah Lamb was present virtually to appeal for the addition of a professional studio to 
their property. Ben Zehnder provided the Board of Health members with floor plans of 
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the house. Ed Black explained that they bought the property in 2008 and have never 
rented it and do not intend to rent it in the future. They would like to build a professional 
working studio, but their design meets the definition of a bedroom. Ben Zehnder stated 
they want to add space without increasing the nitrogen load on the septic system. His 
clients were open to a deed restriction limiting the property to three bedrooms and 
prohibiting overnight habitation in the studio. He reported that he had done a walk 
through with the Agent and described the house as having two bedrooms upstairs and no 
bedrooms on the main floor. The basement level has one clear bedroom and a room that 
although it has been used as a bedroom does not meet the definition since it is a pass 
through between an outside entrance and the main living area of the house. The Agent 
stated that the lot is ¾ acre which translates into three-bedroom lot. She noted that on the 
walk through, the first room they entered was a habitable room with a bed and therefore 
needs to be called a bedroom. With that room included, the house has four bedrooms, and 
the studio would be a fifth bedroom. The Agent noted that this was something that the 
office staff had to deny but that the Board can negotiate. Board member Helen Grimm 
asked for clarification as to which bedroom was the pass-through room. Ben Zehnder 
described the room on the ground floor as having an entrance from the parking area.  
Alternate member John Dundas asked for clarification from the Agent about the trend for 
adding more space. The Agent replied that there has been a trend toward developing 
more built space and creating rooms that might not be intended to be bedrooms. John 
Dundas then asked if homeowners are typically honoring any constraints that are placed 
on them. The Agent replied that restrictions are generally honored but when a transfer 
happens, new owners often interpret the space differently. The Agent noted that this 
particular property was already over capacity and that the office reviews many cases like 
this and evaluate them based on the local regulations.  
Ben Zehnder agreed that there is a trend to maximize space but argued that because the 
bedroom in question is a pass-through room it does not afford privacy and therefore 
should not be counted as a bedroom.  
Board member Tim Rose suggested a studio with no water or septic connection at all.  
The Board further discussed the existing bedroom locations and descriptions noting that 
the back room on the ground floor was definitely a bedroom but the TV room on the 
main floor has a large, cased opening and is no longer considered a bedroom.  
Homeowner Sarah Lamb asked if a composting toilet would be allowed. The Agent 
opined that a composter could work and that the studio could possibly be considered as 
space that is accessory to the existing dwelling. She noted that the issue remaining was to 
disqualify the room downstairs as a bedroom. She noted that even though it is a pass-
through room, it could easily be adapted to become a closed off separate bedroom.  
Ben Zehnder suggested that an I/A system would be a net positive regardless of how that 
room was used and also noted that it would be difficult to reconfigure that room due to 
the way the house was constructed.  Homeowner Ed Black said that they were open to 
considering I/A.  
The Agent noted that the local regulations allow I/A for nitrogen credit ONLY for a year-
round rental unit. Ben Zehnder said that they are not asking for an increase in flow and 
are proposing a three-bedroom deed restriction as well as offering I/A for the ability to 
have the studio. The Agent stated that a deed restriction could be drafted to limit the 
property to three bedrooms, to describe the studio as accessory to the main dwelling, and 
to disqualify the pass-through room as a bedroom. She noted though that enhanced I/A 
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will be coming to this location as regulations tighten in the future and emphasized the 
Board should stay consistent with what has been allowed in the past.  
The Board agreed to continue the matter and asked to see: a three-bedroom plan with I/A, 
proposed deed restriction language, and tighter floor plans. Motion: Board member Tim 
Rose moved to continue the matter until the November 19, 2024 meeting; Second: Board 
member Brian Koll; Vote: 5-0-0; the motion carried. 
 
Appeal of Health Agents Decision: 2 Meetinghouse Rd U:5, Lodi-Gruber Family Trust 
Attorney Jill Schafer was present virtually to represent the Lodi-Gruber Family Trust 
who own Unit #5 of the Sladeville Condominiums. Trustee Elizabeth Gruber was also 
present virtually. They had been scheduled to appear before the ZBA to ask to reinstate 
one bedroom returning the cottage to its historical five bedrooms. However, the Health 
Agent issued an opinion prior to that meeting stating that this is not in compliance with 
Section 6, Article 10 of the current Board of Health regulations.  
Prior to the condo conversion in 2009, tree roots had made a room unusable, so a wall 
was removed eliminating a bedroom. The site septic plan from 2000 shows 37 bedrooms 
but the site plan approved by the ZBA in 2009 for the condo conversion was for 36 
bedrooms because of the bedroom reduction in Unit 5. The current owners purchased the 
property in 2016 and in December of that year were issued a building permit for a new 
foundation. During that work, the roots were removed leveling the floor of the bedroom 
in question and the partition wall was reinstalled. They are asking to have the Health 
Agent’s decision overturned because the work done in 2016 to restore the partition wall 
did not need a building permit and is not new construction, so they believe that the 
current regulations do not apply. They argued that this is not previous approval for future 
use that has expired and also noted that the septic system was designed to include this 
bedroom. 
The Health Agent agreed that the system was approved for 37 bedrooms on a 3+ acre 
property on the Pamet River. She noted that this is a Nitrogen Sensitive Area, and the 
property has many more bedrooms than what is now allowed by Title 5. The Health 
Department was not consulted when the bedroom was added back in 2016. By her 
interpretation of the current regulations, the future use has expired, and she does not have 
the authority to permit the bedroom to be added back. The Board of Health, however, can 
make that determination. Vice Chair Jason Silva confirmed that the septic system is 
already an I/A system. Board member Helen Grimm asked whether either the removal or 
subsequent readdition of the bedroom was ever approved. It was not as the owners 
believed they were just restoring the cottage to its former state and no building permit 
was required for a non-load bearing wall. The Agent asked the homeowner how the unit 
was described when they bought it. The homeowner replied that when they purchased it 
in June 2016, they were aware that the condo documents said four bedrooms, but the 
previous owner had told them that it had always been five bedrooms. They did the work 
to fix the foundation and replace the partition wall in 2017. Attorney Jill Schafer noted 
that the regulations in place in 2016 did not have the clause about building into future 
use. She reiterated that they were not building into the system. Board member Tim Rose 
asked if the Agent had confirmed the bedroom count of the entire facility with a walk-
through. She replied that in this case, the documents in the file are all consistent so she is 
comfortable with the overall bedroom count for the property. Board member Helen 
Grimm stated that there are many historical structures where bedroom counts have been 



4 | T r u r o  B o a r d  o f  H e a l t h  M i n u t e s  – O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4  
 

changed, but just because a bedroom used to exist was not automatically permission to 
put it back. Motion: Board member Helen Grimm moved to uphold the Health Agent’s 
decision that Unit 5 should remain at four bedrooms; Second: Board member Brian Koll; 
Vote: 4-0-1 with Vice Chair Jason Silva abstaining; the motion carried. 
 
Water Resources Report 
The Agent encouraged the Board and the public to watch the recent Joint Provincetown 
and Truro Select Board meeting about Water. The link can be found on the Truro 
Channel 8 section of the website under Select Board, 9/30/2024.  
Cesspool upgrades are continuing to move forward.  
Thursday night at 6pm at the library, she will be giving a presentation on Wastewater 
Management.  This talk is designed to give an overview of the issues, explain why a plan 
is needed, and outline some goals of the process. She will also touch on different 
wastewater options such as standard Title 5, I/A, and enhanced I/A.  
She also reported that a research paper entitled “Reducing wastewater nitrogen loading 
by >90% with carbon-amended septic systems: A field demonstration in Barnstable 
County (Cape Cod), Massachusetts” was recently published in the Journal of 
Environmental Management with our consultant Scott Horsley as one of the authors. 
 
Health Agent's Report: 
The Agent highlighted several upcoming license changes. The Truro General Store is 
pursuing a year-round license. Two licensing items are on the next Select Board meeting 
agenda (10/22/24). Liam Rowland from Salty Market will be requesting approval of a 
pouring license and Anchorage by the Bay Condominiums are in the final stages of 
converting to year-round condo status. The report from Outer Cape Health Services on 
the impact of the Navigator Program on the community has been included in the packet. 
Our annual Flu Shot Clinic was held last week with good attendance was good. Both flu 
shots and updated covid vaccines were available.  
The next scheduled Board of Health meeting falls on election day so that meeting has 
been canceled.  The next meeting will be November 19, 2024.  
Staff will be attending the annual MHOA conference in Springfield in mid-November.  
 
Motion: Board member Tim Rose moved to adjourn the meeting; Second: Board 
member Helen Grimm; Vote: 5-0-0, the motion carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:06 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Courtney Warren 
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